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without powers of mind, without moral
earnestness greatly enhanced beyond any
to which the fifteenth century might lay
claim. It was from many points of view a
decadent era. Its attempts at philosophy
were feeble. Cardinal Cusa was but a link
between the mystic reveries of Tauler, the
Dominican, and later German theosophies,
such as Jacob Behmen's ; he did not possess
the true notion of history. In like manner
at Florence Marsilius Ficinus translated
Plato and dreamt that he was reviving
Platonism; but he sacrificed reason to
Alexandrian dreams. The princes of Italy
treated literature mainly as an adornment
of their courts, and art as the splendid frame-
work of their shows, their intrigues, and
their ambitions.

To the Popes we may ascribe, as a dynasty,
loftier aims. When at command of Julius IL,
in 1508, Raffaelle began to fresco the walls
of the Camera della Segnatura, he gave,
under the Vatican roof, an expression which
remains to this day of the great reconciling
thought, in itself justified, that antiquity has
furnished a fit prelude to the Christian
Faith by its poets, philosophers, men of
science, and supreme artists. The Sistine